Mobility Mapping Tool
A mobility mapping tool can serve as a guide in helping to gather critical information about safety and selecting a safe space for youth in your programming. The table and focus group discussions are designed to help collect data about the mobility of youth in a community and will aid in identifying a safe space for the program intervention. The table below were designed specifically to understand girls mobility but it can be tailored to also gather information about boys mobility. However, the sample focus group discussion (FGD) questions are tailored for co-ed programs for boys and girls.
Understanding girls' and boys' mobility and safety in public is very relevant to program design. In designing youth programs, it is important to understand their movement in the community. Selecting a safe space to administer the sessions is critical to the overall success of the program intervention.  A mapping tool enable us to understand where youth go, whom they go with, how and what time of day or night they travel.  Having this essential information is vital for designing and implementing a co-ed youth program. Since safety is a top priority and concern in co-ed programming, a survey table and focus group discussion questions should be designed to gain better understanding of the mobility of youth who will be participating in the program. Understanding boys mobility is very important because they are often at risk of abuse and violence on the way to school, work and social activities. However, the vulnerability for girls is increased and particular attention should be made to understanding and planning for safety of girls and young women. 
Safe Spaces for youth can be categorized as:
· Natural Safe Space : A place where a group of youth can meet any time and be free to talk with each other, make friends, learn new things without concern for others’ in the community listening in.

· Negotiated Safe Space Time Location:  A place where groups of youth can meet but times to meet would have to be identified for there to be no interruptions and girls can be free to speak, , make friends, learn new things without concern for others’ in the community listening in.

· Permission Negotiated Safe Space: A place where a group of youth can meet but permission would be required for groups of girls to meet can be free to speak,  make friends, learn new things without concern for others’ in the community listening in. (Torres, 2013)
Girls Mobility Tools

Below are three examples of tools that are helpful in understanding youth's vulnerabilities in a community: Survey Chart, Focus Group Discussions and Community Safety Mapping Tool.

Each tool is administered to help staff collect data to better understand safety risks of youth in the community. 
The table below is a mobility mapping tool which will help program staff collect data. The survey table designed by  Martha Brady (2003) at the Population Council was customized to address the vulnerability of girls. It can be adapted for a co-educational program or for boys specifically.
Mobility Mapping: Sample  Survey Chart
	DESTINATION
	Have you been to these places in the last month? (y/n)
	If needed, do you have permission to go? (y/n)
	Alone
	With Female Friends
	With Family Members Only
	With Male Relatives Only
	Other

	Relatives' House
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Local Market
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clothes Store/Tailor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Health Center
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Youth/Community Center
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Religious Sites


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recreational/sports venue


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entertainment sites (cinema, theatre, music venue)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


                                                                                                                              (c) Population Council, 2003
Mobility Mapping:  Sample Focus Group Discussions

Population council also suggests that the following questions can be administered in focus group discussions (FGD) with community members and/or youth and will help to gather more information on mobility and safety for youth in a community. These questions can be adapted for single-sex programs and should be edited for the literacy level and cultural context in which you are working (Brady, 2003).
· What places are considered acceptable for adolescent youth to go to? 

· Where are youth permitted to go? Do they have to be accompanied to these places? 
·  Are there restrictions on the time of day when youth may go to certain places?
· Who within the family decides whether, when, and where youth may go?
· How do youth move around the community (e.g., by foot or bus)?
· Are youth subject to harassment, teasing, or verbal abuse while traveling?
· Do youth in this community belong to any organized group (e.g., a savings club,


work group, youth center, etc.)?

Mobility Mapping:  Community Safety Mapping Tool

The Population Council's Community Safety Mapping tool is a participatory exercise used with  girls (and youth) who want to join the program or at the beginning of the program. This tool helps staff to be better understand the vulnerabilities of girls (and youth) in the community. The Community Safety Mapping tool can be accessed in the Population Council's publication, Girl-Centered Program Design on pg 29. http://www.popcouncil.org/uploads/pdfs/2010PGY_AdolGirlToolkitComplete.pdf
The mobility mapping tools outlined are a great resource for understanding the vulnerability and safety needs of youth from the community participating in the program.
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